
May 19, 2019 

Good morning New Hope Community Church. 
 
What a joy and privilege to share in this day of celebration with you in unity of the Spirit and faith 
in Jesus Christ. 
 
I’ve been asked, on this day of celebrating and installing or ordinating your new pastor,  to share 
a message on the role of church members. 
 
 
I am not a pastor or elder.  

Side note: My presentation may not be “pastoral quality”! 
 
I am a church member. 
I am a member of Bethany Baptist Church locally, and the church of Jesus Christ universally. 
 
 
I hope to share this message in humility because everything that has led me to this place on this 
day has been a work of God and not some achievement of mine. 
 
 
But I also hope this message is a testimony to the joy of seeing God work through His church 
when they are obedient and faithful to the “calling to which you have been called”  
 
 
In Ephesians 4:1 Paul says, “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling to which you have been called” 
 
 
Ephesians is a letter written by the Apostle Paul to strengthen the church by explaining the 
nature and purpose of the church, the body of Christ. (Acts 20:17-38) 
 
 
chapters 1-3 focus on the nature of Christ’s church. 
 
 
chapters 4-6 focus on the practical implications of being in the church for us as individuals and 
as a body of members. 
 
 
I’m going to read Ephesian 4… 
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First role of a church member: Walk in a manner worthy of your calling. 
 
4:1 “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to 
which you have been called” 
 
The scripture implies we all have a calling. 
 
Practically speaking: 
 
4:2 walk in humility, gentleness, patience, hope, and love 
 
4:3 walk in unity. There is one body, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God! 
 
 
 
Second role of a church member: learn and be equipped for our ministry 
 
4:7-11 Paul describes that there are a diversity of gifts 
 
4:12 specifically Paul names some leadership gifts.  

“to equip the saints for the work of ministry” 
 
The scripture implies we all have a ministry and we need to be equipped to fulfill it. 
 

we are told our pastors are our teachers to equip us, the saints,  
 
for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, the church 
 

Practically speaking: 
 
4:13,15-16  

 
We are told to attain unity of faith and knowledge of God 
 
And twice Paul mentions growing up to maturity. 
 
Paul is describing the church as a body, like a human body from conception grows into 
maturity. 
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Third role of a church member: to walk in new life 
 
4:17-32 Make it clear that our new life in Christ should be distinct from our old unbelieving 
ways. 
 

In the last half of chapter 4 through chapter 6 Paul gives us many practical implications 
and applications for our new life in Christ. 
 
 
At this point - We should take note that this is not always easy. Paul means it literally when he 
says “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord” And in Acts 20:17-38 Paul shares with the leaders of 
the Ephesian church that it will be the last time they see him as he heads to Jerusalem where 
prison and affliction await him. 
 
Standing faithfully for God’s truth, no matter how loving and kind we are, can and will get us 
labeled.  
 
In fact, Paul warns in 2 Timothy 3:12-13 “Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted, while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, 
deceiving and being deceived.” 
 
 
But, If we faithfully walk in a manner worthy of our calling, learn and equip ourselves for ministry, 
and put on our new life, we will bear witness to our savior Jesus Christ. 
 
 
We church members have a Ministry inside the church, i’ve heard it called the “cultural 
mandate”: we are to love one another.  
 
In John 13:34-35 Jesus says “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: 
just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 
 
 
We church members also have a Ministry outside the church: the great commission. 
 
In Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus says “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
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I mentioned that I wanted to share this message in humility and as a testimony. 
 
The testimony is this: I met Scott 7 years and 5 days ago, and Scott noticed my life was 
different. Which led to questions and conversations and eventually prayer and baptism and 
seminary, and today installation as your pastor. 
 
 
The humility is this: I’m not a trained pastor or evangelist, I’m not even always the best model or 
witness of the Christian life, I’m simply a church member... 
 
but I daily depend on God’s grace to walk in a manner worthy of His calling on my life,  
 
I support and place myself under the authority and teaching of my church leaders,  
 
and I pray that God would open ministry opportunities so that I might share my faith with those 
around me that have not placed their faith in Jesus Christ for eternal salvation. 
 
Please pray with me. 
 
 


